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editor’s note

as we sum up another trip around the sun; it 
is time to reflect upon our achievements and  
works. 

this edition looks into the year 2014 in 
review.

Since we will be greeted with a new work 
plan and new targets Pemphis wishes all of 
its readers all the best on their future 
endeavours and objectives.  May the 
blessings of almighty be with us all.
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As always, your feedbacks and criticism is 
more than welcomed. Hope you would 
enjoy this edition. 

Feedbacks, Comments, Articles, Photos, etc. 

environment@environment.gov.mv
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Conserving Biodiversity
The 5th National Report on Biodiversity is 
being completed

National Biodiversity Strategy and Action 
Plan is being finalized

National Biosafety Regulation has been 
drafted

Works are ongoing to make Maldives a 
biosphere reserve by 2017 as committed.

National Coral Reef Monitoring Framework 
has been established. This framework will be 
used to continually monitor the health of the 
coral reefs

Permit issuance for CITES listed species 
started

Baa Atoll Conservation Fund awarded 7 
small scale projects in Baa Atoll under 
the thematic areas of Education, 
Awareness and Conservation,

Out of the 9 protected areas in Baa Atoll, 
management plans are being developed 
for 2 areas. The Hanifaru Area is being 
managed through a management 
regulation since 2013

“United Nations Decade on Biodiversity” Day
During the 12th conference of the parties to CBD 2



ENERGY 
A total of 975 kW solar panels, worth 46 million Rufiyaa, were installed 
throughout the Maldives.

A project to install 6.5 MW of solar PV systems is set to open for bidding 
process. This will contribute to achieve the target of meeting 30% of the 
day-time peak energy demand through renewable means of energy.

Import duty worth 32 Million Rufiyaa was exempted from renewable 
energy goods. 

270,000 units of LED lights worth 60 Million Rufiyaa were provided to citizens 
and government institutions 

Campaigns to minimize energy wastage were initiated throughout the Maldives.

A 4 year project with the assistance from of Global Environment Facility 
(GEF) was initiated for the purpose of incorporating best practice means of 
energy usage and minimization of wastage of energy in construction 
developments. 

Energy audit was conducted in 5 schools to deduce the energy use and ways to 
minimize the energy wastage. Measures to implement are being prepared based 
on the insight from the study.

Important works have been done to aware the relevant parties to provide 
technical details regarding the energy sector of the Maldives.

 An energy outlook comprising of all the inhabited islands have been 
published.

 “Energy supply and demand” have been published which provides 
statistics on the energy sources and utilization with its respective 
sectors.

A regulation has been drafted and sent to the Attorney General’s office to license 
the electricity utility providers, distributers, transmitters and suppliers.  
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WATER AND SANITATION 

Contracts have been signed to establish water supply 
systems in  10 Islands worth 463 Million Rufiyaa 

Design phase have been completed for 2 Islands
Construction phase is ongoing for 8 Islands

Funds to establish piped water supply in 16 Islands 
have been allocated. 

Water Shortages in Iruvai Monsoon: 

Contract have been awarded for repairing and maintenance works for desalination plants in 10 
Islands

Sanitation: 

Contracts have been awarded to establish sewerage 
systems in 26 Islands:

 Survey of 11 islands have been finished 

 Design of the sewerage systems have been 
completed in 6 islands 

 Construction of sewerage systems in 9 
islands are ongoing

Loans have been confirmed for sewerage systems in 
16 Islands 

Upon completion of the stated projects; proper 
sanitation would be newly introduced to 42 Islands. 4



WASTE MANAGEMENT  
Through a region wise waste 
management plan; A trial waste 
management project for Noon, Raa, 
Baa and Lhaviyani Atoll comprising  
46 inhabited Islands along with 
resorts and industrial islands have 
been commenced with the loan 
Assistance of World Bank. 

This project will supply dustbins, 
wood chippers, bottle crushers and 
other waste management equipment 
to the island communities

RAA 
ATOLL

LHAVIYANI 
         ATOLL

NOONU 
       ATOLL

BAA 
ATOLL

A total of 200 Million Rufiyaa 
will be spent for the project. 

Upon completion of these projects 51 inhabited 
islands (47,000 citizens), industrial islands and 
resorts will have a waste management system 
meeting international standards. 

The projects cost  220 Million Rufiyaa. 

Through PSIP projects waste collection centres have 
been established in 2 islands and work is ongoing in 3 
islands. Furthermore, bidding process have been 
completed for 2 islands and is set for contract signing 
while works for 3 more islands await and is it 
allocation or approval budget allocation. Another 4 
islands is at the bidding stage. Permission for change 
of scope for 1 island has been submitted. 10 million 
Rufiyaa have been allocated for the construction of 
waste collection centres in 15 islands. 

Loan has been approved for 
another region wise waste 
management plan. Feasibility 
study is planned to start in 
2015. 

Through grants from European 
Union and Australian Government, 
20 Million Rufiyaa will be spent on 
waste management of 5 islands of 
Alif Atoll. 
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Raa. Vandhoo has been assigned as the regional 
waste management centre and all the associated 
major works have been completed. This centre 
would be provided with necessary equipment and 
machineries such as loaders, forklifts, etc.. 
Furthermore, the biggest incinerator in Maldives, 
with a capacity to cater 40 tonnes of waste per day, 
would be established in this centre

A tailored vessel is being built for transporting 
waste to the facility of Raa. Vandhoo

Shaan
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FLASH BACK ON THE HIGHLIGHTS OF 2014

 sanitation facility at Laamu atoll Gan  island inaugurated
 ADFD and IRENA to finance a waste to energy project in Maldives
 Contract signed for the supply and installation of 250KWp solar PV grid connected 

system at Thinadhoo island of Gaafu Dhaalu atoll
 300 kWp solar PV system installed in Thinadhoo officially connected to the grid
 Loan agreement signed with Kuwait Fund for water and sewerage facilities in 

Fuvahmulah island
 Maldives signed statement on Global Renewable Energy Atlas 

FEB
 Foundation stone laid for Safe Drinking Water Project at Haa Alif Ihavandhoo
 Agreement signed to established incineration plant in Raa atoll Vandhoo island
 Haa Dhaalu atoll Hanimaadhoo island sewerage project inaugurated 
 Alifu Dhaalu atoll Maamigili island water supply facilities inaugurated
 Contracts signed to establish waste management centres in 3 islands. Lhaviyani 

atoll Olhuvelifushi island, Raa atoll Kinolhas island and Lhaviyani atoll 
Kurendhoo island

 “Shop to Shop” Awareness programme on waste management
 workshop:  Climate Change policy 
 workshop:  water resource management

MAR
 Agreement signed to establish sewerage facilities in Thaa Madifushi and Buruni
 Contracts signed to establish waste management centres in 3 islands. Raa atoll 

Rasgetheemu, Rasmaadhoo and An'golhetheemu island
 Workshop: Technology assessment and power system planning held
 Contract awarded for the establishment of sewerage facilities in 3 islands. Alifu 

Dhaalu atoll Maamigili island, Meemu Mulah and Meemu Dhiggar
 Workshop: Integrated water resource management project of Alifu Alifu Thoddoou
 Contract awarded for the establishment of sewerage facilities in Laamu Maamendho
 Capacity building programme on economics of climate change adaptation undertaken
 Contract awarded for the establishment of sewerage facilities in Dhaalu Hulhudheli
 Ground breaking of Meemu Dhiggaru island water supply and sewerage facilities  
 Meemu Mulah water supply and sewerage facilities inaugurated
 MVR 2 million for waste management systems established in Gaafu Dhaal 

Faresmaathodaa granted by japan
 Agreements signed to establish 40 kW solar PV systems and 5kW ice machines in Kaafu 

Dhiffushi
 Contracts signed to establish sewerage facilities in Shaviyani Milandhoo
 Maldives hosted International Renewable Energy Investors Conference
 Celebrated Earth Hour 

APR
 Panel discussion on the occasion of World Water Day held
 Contracts signed to establish Waste Management centres in Alif Dhaal 

Dhigurah
 Implementation of joint creadit mechanism with Japan commenced in Maldives
 Workshop: Climate change policy
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MAY
 Workshop: Low carbon development strategy 
 Agreement signed on implementing the HCFC phase-out in fisheries sector
 “Project for Clean Energy Promotion in Male” handed over by japan

JUN Events held to celebrate World Environment Day 
 Contract signed for the provision of sewerage facilities in Addu City, Hithadhoo

Jul
 Installation of solar PV systems in Raa Ungoofaaru commenced 
 Contract signed for the construction of wetlands conservation and eco-tourism 

developments works in the protected Eydhigali Kilhi of Addu city Hithadhoo
 Contract signed for the construction of Coastal Protection works in Gaafu Dhaalu 

Thinadhoo 
 Contract awarded for the operation and maintenance of sewerage systems in Laamu 

Gan

Aug
 Rainwater harvesting component of the water supply facility in Raa Dhuvaafaru 

inaugurated
 Coastal protection works of Raa Maduvvari inaugurated
 Awareness workshop: renewable energy and energy efficiency held in Alif Dhaalu 

Mahibadhoo
 Awareness workshop: Energy Efficiency and Energy Conservation in GDH. 

Thinadhoo
 Waste Management equipment handed over to 25% inhabited islands of Maldives

Sep
 Events held to mark World Ozone Day
 Contract signed to design and build coastal protection structure in Kaafu Maafushi
 Contracts signed for the procurement of materials for the piloting of Drainage 

system in Haa Dhaalu Kulhudhuffushi

oct
 Contract awarded: building coastal protection structures at Kaafu Villingili
 Workshop:  Low Carbon strategy for transport sector
 Events held to mark the international day for the preservation of the ozone layer
 Contract signed for building coastal protection structures at Gaafu Dhaalu 

Faresmaathodaa

nov
 construction of coastal protection in Gaafu Dhaalu Thinadhoo inaugurated
 Ground breaking ceremony of sewerage facility in Haa Alifu Hoarafushi held
 Waste Bins donated by Chinese government
 Workshop: Customs officers on HCFC phase-out
 Maldives elected as the next chair of the Alliance of Small Island States
 Workshop: Nationally Appropriate Mitigation Actions (NAMAs) preparation begin
 MOU signed with republic of China for the provision of LED lights to Maldives
 Ministry signs an agreement with MWSC signed to provide water supply network in 

Alifu Alifu Thoddoo

dec
 Ground breaking of the Sanitation facility at Noonu Holhudhoo held
 Grant agreement signed between the government of Maldives and Netherlands for 

the coastal protection project at Gn.Fuvahmulah, S.Maradhoo, Maradhoo-
Feydhoo and S.Feydhoo
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COASTAL PROTECTION
PSIP Projects: 10 Islands

Work Commenced: 
Noon. Holhudhoo 
Meemu. Naalaafushi
Raa. Maduvvaree

Contract awarded: 
Kaafu. Maafushi
Kaafu. Villingili
Gaaf Dhaalu Faresmaathodaa

Bidding process finished:
Thaa. Kandoodhoo
Thaa. Veymandoo
Thaa. Vandhoo

Grant Aid from Global Environment Fund (GEF): 

950m revetment strip is set to be established in G.DH 
Thinadhoo, worth 34.5 million Rufiyaa. Contract has been 
awarded and construction is ongoing for this project.

Grant Aid from Government of Netherlands and 
Loan assistance from Kuwait Fund

Contract awarded to conduct required technical 
studies for the protection of coastal areas for the 
islands of: 
S. Feydhoo
S. Maradhoo - Feydhoo
S. Maradhoo
Fuvahmulah

Upon completion of the ongoing 
contracts:

16.8 million Rufiyaa would be spent on 7 
islands for 4.4 km of coastal protection
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Coastal surveying have been conducted in 12 sites. 

- V. Keyodhoo: Coastal erosion survey 
- N. Fushivelaavaru: Coastal survey
- K.Thulusdhoo: Coastal erosion survey
- Reef Near K. Ziyaaraifushi: Reef survery of the wreck site of Vietnamese 

freighter Viet Long
- Sh. Farukolhu: Survey of the proposed airport development island
- Sh. Komandoo: Reef survey
- Dh. Meedhoo: Land reclamation survey
- B. Eydhafushi: Land reclamation survey



compliance and enforcement

Confiscated Slow Loris finds new home. 

The slow loris is set to start a new life at the Ape 
Rescue Centre in England after spending 8 months 
in Dhoonidhoo. The animal was illegally trafficked 
into the country, and confiscated by police during 
a drug raid in Male' earlier January this year. The 
animal is expected to start a new life at the 
Shaldon Wildlife Trust in Devon after spending 
another month in quarantine at Monkey World. The 
slow loris is to be paired with another slow loris 
named Doris in the UK.  

The slow loris is an Appendix 1 listed species of 
CITES, which require the highest level of 
protection in international trade.

A total of 134 EIAs have been reviewed and 
approved this year; which includes projects such 
of dredging, land reclamation, sewerage and 
sanitation, water, beach replenishment, resort 
construction, etc. 

Enforcement of Waste Management regulation 
and dewatering regulation have been put in to 
action this year. 

76 permits have been issued for dredging and 
reclamation projects.

Permits have been issued for water networking 
projects in 5 islands. These islands include Alifu 
Alifu Ukulhas, Alifu Dhaal Maamigili, Meemu  
Dhiggaru, Meemu Muli, and Faafu Magoodhoo. 

Permits have been issued for sanitation projects 
in 11 islands; which are Raa Meedhoo,  Raa 
Maduvvari, Haa Alifu Thuraakunu, Haa Alifu 
Dhidhdhoo, Haa Alifu Hanimaadhoo, Shaviyani 
Kanditheemu, Noonu Holhudhoo, Raa Kinolhas, 
Kaafu Gaafaru, Alif Dhaal Omadhoo, Faafu 
Magoodhoo and Gaafu Dhaalu Thinadhoo.

Through the dewatering regulation, 42 permits 
have been issued for construction projects.
Ongoing works for 5 parties was halted and 
penalized for failing to compliance the regulation. 
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Ozone & CHEMICALS 
Chemical profile of the Maldives has been completed

In co-operation with relevant authorities, a policy for the management of chemicals imported to the Maldives 
has been formulated  to manage the chemicals imported to the Maldives among relevant authorities 

An agreement have been signed to develop a chemical database in Maldives

Minister Thoriq Ibrahim calls upon Parties to take proactive action to ensure SIDS specific challenges and needs are taken 

into account.

 At the High-Level Segment of the Joint Meeting of the 10th Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention and the 26th Meeting of 

the Parties to the Montreal Protocol, Minister of Environment and Energy Mr Thoriq Ibrahim called upon the Convention and the 

Protocol to give due consideration to the specific needs and challenges of small island developing states in phasing out 

hydrocholrouorocarbons (HCFCs). In this regard the Maldives concern that current alternatives to HCFC such as 

hydrouorocarbons (HFCs) have a high global warming potential, thereby causing a tension with the national policies towards low 

emissions development and climate change concerns. 

Increase of HFCs have largely been a result of phasing out HCFC under the Protocol as countries switch out of HCFCs. 
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

- 1st, United Nations Environmental Assembly, Kenya, Nairobi

- 3rd, International Conference on Small Island Developing 

states, Apia, Samoa 

- 18th, Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 

Technological Advice (SBSTTA) of the Convention on 

Biological Diversity (CBD), Montreal, Canada

- 2nd, Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity & 

Ecosystem Services (IPBES-2), Antalya, Turkey

- 20th, Conference of the Parties of United Nations Climate 

Change Conference (UNFCC), Lima, Peru

- 40th, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 

Copenhagen, Denmark

- 12th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Pyeongchang,  

Korea.

- Joint 10th Conference of the Parties to the Vienna Convention 

for the protection of the Ozone Layer and the 26th Meeting of 

the Parties of the Montreal Protocol on substances that 

Deplete the Ozone layer, Paris, France

- 4th, International Renewable Energy Agency assembly 

(IRENA), Abu Dhabi, UAE.

- 5th, Global Environmental Fund (GEF) Assembly and 

Associated Meetings, Cancun, Mexico.

- 1st, World Health Organization (WHO) Conference on Health 

and Climate Change, Geneva, Switzerland

- 40th session of the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and 

Technological Advice (SBSTA), Bonn, Germany

Ministry of Environment and Energy have represented Maldives in International Meetings and advocated 
for the preservation and sustainability of the environment.
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Continuous measures are being carried out at 
all stages and levels as the nation is placed at 
the forefronts of the effects of climate change 
t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d 
development of the nation. Through the efforts 
taken on this regard, Maldives have been 
elected as the Chair of the Alliance of Small 
Island Developing States (AOSIS). 

If the global mean temperature rises by 2 
degree Celsius, there could be devastating 
effects on Maldives. Hence, highest priority is 
given by Maldives to assure that financial 
assistance for adaptive measures are 
included in the Global Climate Agreement that 
is to be adopted in 2015 at Paris (COP 21)

Low Carbon Strategy for Transport Sector has 
been formulated which identifies potential 
mitigation opportunities within the transport 
sector of Maldives. These strategies include 
adaptat ion measures and mit igat ion 
strategies which would enable transport 
sector to endure in a changing climate. 

CLIMATE CHANGE
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You too can contribute to Pemphis newsletter.
Send pictures and articles to environment@environment.gov.mv
We welcome all comments on the articles.
                

@EnvGovMv
                facebook.com/environment.gov.mv

Layout & Design by:  Mohamed Aah
Ismail Ajmal

Published by:
Environment Department,

Ministry of Environment and Energy,
Green Building, Handhuvaree Hingun Maafannu,

Male', Republic of Maldives.
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