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A. Imost on the
threshold of the new millen-
nium, we are adopting our
second Mational Environment Action Flan o
address the environmental challenges that we
are faced with. This Action Plan has been pre-
pared through wide consultations and provides
a framework to guide our efforts in ensuring
that the Maldives continues wo develop in a
sustainable manner which preserves and

enhances the quality of our environment,

Asasmall low lying developing lsland nation,
the Maldives has to contend with a number of
major constraints in meeting the challenges of
sustainable development. For centuries we have
existed in harmony with our natural
environment, adopting lifestyles that have
allowed us to live well within our limited
resources, In recent years, however, the situation
has rapidly changed. Our population has
increased significantly, expanding with it the de-
mand for goods, services, and social pro-
grammes. Fisheries and tourism have grown sub-
stantially, All these factors have increased pres-
sures on our resources and, unless development

iscarefully planned, our fragile environment will
be threatened.

B Second Novional Environment Action Plan

Hie Fnrﬁ'r?c}','ri'r. Masirriesn Al Crnyonmi

President of the Bepublic of Maldives

Nine vears after the adoption of our Firse National Environ-
ment Action Plan, we can be moderately pleased wich our
achievements. Many steps in the right direction have been
taken. We have developed the legal framework for environ-
mental protection through the enacement of the Environment Protection and
Preservation Act. We have strengthened and streamlined the institational ma-
chinery to momitor and enhance the quality of the environment. In many areas
of environmental policy, we have made significant progress and have begun o
mmnpstream environmental concerns into other policies, To enhance the scien-
tific basis for our decision-making, we have initiated research on environment.
At the international level, we have ratified the Unired Nations Framewark
Convention on Climate Change, the Kvoto Protocol, the Convention on Bio-
logical Diwersity, and the Convention on Transboundary Movement of Haz-
archous Wastes and their Disposal. The Maldives is also a party to the Vieana
Convention [or the Protection of the Ozone Laver and the Montreal Protocol

on Substances that Deplete the Owzone Laver.

However, we cannot afford to be complacent, We still have a long road ahead of
us. Many of the environmental issues that were only becoming apparent when
we developed the First Natonal Environment Action Plan in 1990 have now
become very real. But we have come far enough to be able o see our goals more
clearly and be able to chart 2 more confident pach than nine vears ago. Even so,
many of the challenges that we confront today, such as chimate change and sea
level rise, are of such a great magnitude that we cannot on our own address these
issues in a meaningful way, We deeply apprectate the assistance that we have
recetved in the past from friendly countries ind individuals, and look foreard o

theircontinued co-operation as we step mto the new century and millennium.
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A.[mns: on the
threshold of the new millen-
nium, we are adopting our
second MNational Environment Action Planto
address the environmental challenges that we
are faced with. This Action Plan has been pre-
pared through wide consultations and provides
a framework to guide our efforts in ensuring
that the Maldives continues to develop in a
sustainable manner which preserves and

enhances the quality of our environment.

As asmall low lying developing lsland nation,
the Maldives has to contend with a number of
major constraints in meeting the challenges of
sustainable development. For centuries we have
existed in harmony with our natural
environment, adopring lifestyles that have
allowed us to live well within our limited
resources. In recent years, however, the situation
has rapidly changed. Our population has
increased significamtly, expanding with it the de-
mand [or goods, services, and social pro-
grammis, Fisheries and tourism have grown sub-
stantially. All these factors have increased pres-
stres on our resources and, unless development
iscarefully planned, our fragile environment will
be threatened.
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Hie Euu’.!:'m}'.‘rf:-: Meemoon Alelid Gayoonm
President of the Bepublic of Maldives

Nine vears after the adoption of our First National Environ-
ment Action Plan, we can be moderately pleased with aur
achievements. Many steps in the right divection have been
taken. We have developed the legal framework for environ-
mental protecrion through the ensctment of the Environment Protection and
Preservation Act, We have strengthened and streambined the institutional ma-
chinery to momitor and enhance the quality of the environment. In many areas
of environmental policy, we have made significant progress and have begun o
mamstream environmental concerns into other policies, To enhance the scien-
tific basis for our decision-making, we have initiated research on environment,
Arthe international level, we have ratified the Unired Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocel, the Convention on Bio-
logical Diversity, and the Convention on Transhoundary Movement af Haz-
ardous Wastes and thetr Disposal. The Maldives ts also a party to the Vienna
Convention lor the Protection of the Ovone Laver and the Montreal Protocol

on Substances that Deplete the Owone Layer.

However, we cannot afford to be complacent. We still have a long road ahead of
us. Many of the environmental issues that were only becoming apparent when
we developed the First National Envirconment Action Plan in 1990 have now
become very rial. But we have come far enough vo be able 1o see our goals more
clearly and be able to chart a more confident path than nine vears ago. Even so,
many of the challenges that we confront today, such as climate change and sea
level rise, are of such a great magnitude that we cannot on our own address these
issues in a meaningful way. We deeply appreciate the assistance that we have
recetved in the past from friendly countries and individuals, and look forward 1o

their continued co-operation as we step into the new century and millennium,



During the lae 19805 a number of activities were initiated by various sectoral agencies of the Government of the

Maldives in order to minimise the adverse effects of environmental degradation, It was recognised however that action taken on
asector by sector basis while commendable was not enough. In additian there was a recognition that a more comprehensive and
integrated approach was required in order toallow for more coordination and cooperation amonggst the sectors concerned and as
away to deal with environmental management actions that might not be addressed through individual approaches.

In 1988 with the assistance of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) a study was commissioned for the purpose of wentifying components of the enviranment and its
resources most vulnierable to natural and anthropogenic changes. The findings and recommendations of this study were deliber-
ated at a workshap held in October 1989, The Workshop drew up the first National Environment Action Plan, which would
provide the policy framework for carrying out environmental management and planning for the Maldives, The plan was subse-
quently reviewed and approved by the National Commission for Protection of the Environment and has served a5 2 guide for the

CN5UINE SEver Years.,

Since the formulation and adeption of the first National Environment Action Plan the contest for sconomic development
and management of the environment has changed a great deal. Tourism, fisheries and other sectors have evolved and expanded,
and there has been an increase in the population and other demographic changes, which have increased the real and potentaal threats
to the environment of the country. As a result, it was felt timely 10 review the status of the im plementation of the first National
Environment Action Plan and formulate the second National Environment Action Plan based on the resuls achieved and within
the current context of the state of economic and social development of the country. The second National Environment Action
Plan also has been drawn up while giving due auention to the country’s obligations under the new international and regional

environmental conventions and agreements.

A review analysis of the [irst National Environmental Action Plan was underuken during April to November 1997, Seven
working groups made up of individuals from Government, NGOS and the private sector contributed 1o the review process, The
working groups were concerned with: water, waste and sanitation: integrated coastal zone management; planning, urban develop-
mentand covironmental impact assessment; conservation of biclogical diversity; institutional arcangements; capacity building;

and finance and resource mobilisation,

This analysis was undertaken with the assistance of the United Nations Development Programme. During the period,
studies of environmental administration and environmental impact assessment processes and procedures in the country were alse
carried out with the assistance of the UNDP. Tn addition, the Ministry of Health and the Environment Ministry conducted inter-
sectoral consultations on health and environment. The results of these studies and consultations have been taken into account in

prepanng the second National Environment Action Plan,

The preparation of the second National Environment Action Plan has also benefited from the fact that the 5 National
Development Plan has been prepared during the same period, This has made it possible to ensure that the second National
Environment Action Plan and the National Development Plan are compatible and complementary.

On the basis of the results of the above cited consultations, a draft for the second National Environmental Action Plan
was prepared and deliberated at meetings of the working groups and also at a meeting of representatives of all the working groups
held during November 1997, On the basis of these deliberations the second National Environment Action Plan was revised and
presented to the National Commission for the Protection of Environment (NCPE) which approved the proposed activities to be
undertaken through the second National Environment Action Plan,
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THE SETTING

The Republic of Maldives consists of a chain of coral atolls,

80-120 km wide and 860 km long, which lie on the Laceadive - Chagos
submarine ridge, in the Indian Ocean. The 1slands of the atoll system
stretch from 7 degrees north to almost | degree south of the equator.
There are alvogether 26 natural atolls and the total area of the Exclu-

sive Economic Zone is approximately 859,000 km*,

The population of the Maldives,
according to the 1995 census 15 244,814 and
currently inhabits 198 of the 1190 islands
scattered through the atoll system. At present,
25.5% (62,519) of the population live in Malé,
the capital of the Maldives. Of the other
inhabited islands, 75 have fewer than 500 people,
75 have between 500 and 1,000 inhabitants, 47
have berween 1,000 and 5,000 inhabicants, and only 4 have more than 5,000 inhabitants, Ohver 80% of the land area of these islands

is less than 1 meter above mean sea level,

The mainstay of the Maldives economy is presently derived from tounsm and fisheries and their associated industries,
While the traditional lifestyle of the Maldivians had very little adverse impact on the environment, population growth, the
expansion of the fisheries and tourism sectors; and the concomirant developrment of the other sectors of the economy and society
have posed threats to the quality of the environment and the natural resource stock of the country, This situation has presented
serious challenges to the Government in ensuring minimal damage to the very emaronment on which the sustainable developmemt

of the Maldives depends.

Second Nanonal Environment Action Plan



Achievements of t

The first National Environment Ac-
tion Plan (NEAP) formulated in 1990 1o ad-
dress the environmental planning and man-
agement needs of the country was followed
as the overall environmental management
strategy of the Government. It represented
a combined approach to managing and solv-
ing environmental problems and establish-
ing the mechanisms for future sound man-
agement of the environment. The principal
aim of the NEAP was to help the Govern-
ment of Maldives to maintain and improve
the environment of the country, including the
marine and ocein area contained within the
Exclusive Economic Zone, and to manage the
resources contained therein for the collective

benefit and enjoyment of present and future

generations.

Since the first National Environment Action Plan, the Maldives
has achieved considerable progress in environmental protection and
muanagement. The Goveérnment and the public have made grear elfores
and these elforts have brought many of the objectives tn the first Niational

Enviranment Action Plan within reach,

The greatest progress has been made in establishing the
regulatory and insotutional framework (or environmental protection.
The Environmental Protection and Preservation Act of the Maldives
was enacted in April 1993, The Act contains provisions on conservation
of biological diversity, protected areas management, environmental impact
assessiment, waste management, and transboundary movement of
hazardous substances, Under a programme for the strengthening of
national environmental legislation, a task force was established in 1996,
to review existing national legislation dealing with environmental

management and 1o examine the adequacy of the legislative and

i oa

institutional framework,

£ Lo
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Environmental impact assessment (ETA) has been made
mandatory for all new projects in the Maldives by Section 5 of the Envi-
ronmental Protection and Preservation Act of the Maldives (Law No: 4/
93). According to the Act, animpact assessment stucly shall be submit-
ted to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Housing and Environment before
implementing any activity that may have an impacton the environmens,
To streamline and facilitate the EIA process in the eountry, the Cabiner

approved a set of guidelines outlining the prﬁcéd:iu'usrr.::r ELA in De- |

.

cember 1994,

Government on environmental

and in ensuring that environme)

all development projects. The
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représenting relevant Government
departments and two members of

parlizment.

An Environment Besearch Unit was
established in 1990 to strengthen the scientific
base for environmental decision-making and
to assemble the necessary environmental

information for planning and management.

The Government, recognising the
importance of conserving biological diversity
in the Maldives, was among the first to rarify
the Convention on Biological Diversity. The
Maldives signed the Convention on Biological
Diversity on 12 June 1992 and ratified the
Convention on 28 Oceober 1992, With as-
sistance from the Global Environment
Faality, the Maldives started formulating its
National Biological Diversity Conservation

Strategy in 1998,

To dare, 15 sites have been
designated by the Government as protected
areas. Two islands, Hithaadhoo (Narth
Huvadu Atoll) and Hurasdhoo (South Ari
Atoll), have been declared as protected
islands because ol their unique avian
population and geological formation, respee-
tivelv. A number of species including urtles,
whales and whale sharks, black coral,
dolphins, pearl oysters, stony corals, eels,
parrot fish, bait fish, skates and rays, trochus
shells, triton shells, and puffer fish have been
declared as protected species in the Maldives,
G}g}umﬂu mante, a rare bird in the Maldives,
but commaonly found in Addu Arall only,
also has been declared as a protected species.
A project to enhance the national capacity 1o
identify and manage protected areas is
underway,

[n addition, the Minisery of Fisheries, Agriculture and Marine Re-
sources has formulated an integrated reef resources management pro-
gramme to assist in the spstainable exploitation of reel respurces, The
agenda for sustainable reef resource development was drawn up in March
1996 1 consultation with various resource users, community groups,

and Government depariments,

Athree-vear nation-wide programme to plant two million trees
began in January 199, Under this programme, special emphasis iz given
o restoration of threatened habitars and re-intreduction of certam lo-

cally threatened species.

A campaign 1o promote sustainable consumption patterns in the
Maldives and ro address the escalating problems of waste generation and
disposal was launched under the slogan “Independent Maldives - Clean
Maldives™ on 26 July 1996, Under this campaign, the necessary policy
[ramework, management systems and action programmes to promore

sustainable lifu:ﬁT_!.'h'a‘ will be developed.

L

Ingdependent Maldivas: n’n Mal.res Campaign

A number of the assessment activities and awareness build-
ing activities identilied in the first National Environment Action
Plan have been completed. The Maldives has started field-testing the
set of sustainable I.Iex-'elnpme:u indicators gicﬂ'l{)pml by the Depart-
ment of Palicy Co-ordination and Sustainable Development of the
United Mations. The selected indicators will be used in the future as
A vardstick in measuring progress towards sustainable development,
Human resource dm'e]npmem and enviranmental education were
given high priority in the plan period and significant progress has

been achieved in these areas as well,
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Ap.m from the policies and measures outlined in the first National Environment Action Plan, the importance of sound
practices for environmental and natural resources management is stressed in various parts of the fifth National Development Plan.
In the fifth National Development Plan, the stated objectives are to ensure:

» that future planning is for sustainable development and that sound environmental assessment is an integral part of national,
regional, and sectoral master plan formulation exercises;

* that all existing and future development activities are subject to sound environmental management regimes and practices;

» thavall new major projects, including major public infrastructure and private development projects, are subject to effective
environmental impact assessment procedures prior to approval;

* that there are institutional arrangements to ensure that sustainable development can be achieved;

* thatall existing and future development activities are designed and managed to'minimise the negative impact of environment
on human health.

Specific objectives related to the provision of infrastructure to manage the impacts of human settlements on the reef and lagoon
environments and groundwater resources are also stated in the fifth National Development Plan along with policies concerning the

sustainable management of fisheries and tourism.

In addition o the objectives outlined, the fifth National Development Plan foresees anumber of elements that will be incorpo-
rated into the National Vision 2020 statement., With respect 1o environment the elements in this vision are;

* extensive infrastructure to manage the impact of human activity on the marine and terrestrial environments;
* acomprehensive strategy for environmental management including effective environmental impact assessment procedures;

= urban development which proceeds in a manmer thar takes into account narural hazard risks, and will minimise fsk o lifeand
property from natural disasters;

* sustainable tourism development;

* public awareness raising and education,

With respect 1o soctal, human and infrastructure development, the elements are, tnteralia:

o universal access to safe water;

* appropriate sanitation and effluent dispasal svstems;

* elimination of vector borne diseases;

* reduction of negative impact of air and noise pollution and that of urbanisation on human health; and

» protection of human health from oecupation related disease conditions.
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In addition to its local environmental
concerns, the Government has to work in the
wider international context because of the po-
tential threats posed by externally generated
problems and the collective responsibility for
sustainable development at the global level.
Perhaps, the major environmental issue for the
Maldives is that of climate change and associ-
ated sea level rise, The Maldivesis a small, low
lyang island nation and will be senously affected
by the possible impacts of global warming, cli-
mate change and sea level rise. As a vesulr,
the Maldives plays a prominent role in interna-
tional fora calling to artention the fragile nature
and special vulnerability of small istand devel-

GPINg states.

To discuss the issues of sea Jevel rise
among the small states of the world which are
the most vulnerable to climate change, the Small
States Conference on Sea Level Rise was held in
Malé, in November 1989, The outcome of the
conference was the Malé Declaration on Global
Warmungand Sea Level Rise. The Malé Declara-
tion paved the way for the establishment of
the Small Island Action Group, that eventually
became the Alliance of Small Island Stares
(AOSIS) ar the Second World Climate

Conference in Geneva, in 1990,

Secaond Nattonal Environment Action Plon

L o
SMALL STAT
CONFERENCE
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[

'Ff;rﬂm&eﬂ'rl'-:'j.qymm signing the Climate Convention - Rio de Janeiro .- 1992
The Maldives isa panty to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, adopted at the Earth Summit in 1992, The Maldives also
plaved an active part in the international negotiations to obtain commitments
bevond the year 2000 for effective reductions of greenhouse gas emissions thar

led to the Kyoto Protocol, and was the first country 1o sign the Prowocol.

Since the adoption of the first National Environmental Action Plan, the
international context of environmental management has changed considerably,
A number of international conferences have been held and a number of inter-

national conventions and agreements have been negotiated and enforced. The

Agenda 21 and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development have



become the new symbols of common respon-
sibility shaved by all States, to protect the one
world we all inhabar.

The Glabal Conference on the Sustain-
able Development of Small Island Develop-
ing Stares (SIDS Conference) held in Barbados
in 1994, transfared Agenda 21 into specific poli-
cies, actions and measures to be taken at the
national, regional and international levels o
enable small ishand developing states to achieve
sustainable development. The Maldives played
avery active part in the formulation of the Bar-
bados Action Programme and is committed to

implementing this programme.

The Convention on Biological Diver-
sity; the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea; and the Washington Declava-
tion on Protection of the Marine Environment
from Land-Based Activitics are other impor-
tant international environmental agreements
that urge for common action to protect the en-
vironment and the natural resources contained

therein,

Qr oL strs o )
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13th Session of the Infargovernmental Panel on Chmate Change - Male' - 1097

At the regional level, the South Asian Association for Regional Co-
operation (5AARC) and the South Asia Co-operative Environment Pro-
gramme (SACEP) have fermulated important plansand programmes on
environment. The SAARC Environment Action Plan adopted in 1997 in
Male' provides the blueprint for regional action to protect the environment
in the SAARC region, and a1 the regional level thus primary focus will be on
the effective and early implementation of the SAARC Environment Action
Plan. The Maldives 15 also commutted to the early implementation of the
recommendations of the SAARC Regional Study on the Greenhouse Elfeet
and s Impact on the Region and the SAARC Regional Study on the Causes
and Consequences of Natural Disasters and the Protection and Preservation
of the Environment. The Government of Maldives will also panicipate in
the work of SACEP and give special emphasis to implementing the South
Astan Seas Programme developed by the United Nations Environment Pro-

Erarmime.
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Second National Environménﬁ%

It is therefore against this general setting that the second National Environment Action Plan is drawn up, The results of
the first National Environment Action Plan have cluadated the main ingredients for successful implementation of environmental
policy and programmes at the national level. Thus the second National Environment Action Plan is based on the need 1o take an
integrated approach to the management of the environment and to work towards the goal of sustainable development. The
approach taken in the formulation of the second National Environment Action Plan results in drawing out a number of key issues
which need to be addressed and then identifying appropriate responsesto them.



FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION

B Aimand Strategies

Theaim of the second National Environment Action PPlan is to:

protect and preserve the environment of the Maldives, and to sustainably manage its
resourees for the collective benefit and enjoyment of present and future generations,

"The main strategies forming the framework of the second National Environment Action Plan are:

*  continuous assessment of the state of the environment in the Maldives, including the impacts of human activities on land,

aumosphere, freshwater, lagoons, reefs and the ocean; and the effects of these activitieson human well being;
«  development and implementation of management methods suited to the nararal and social environment of the Maldives,
and maintain or enhance environmental quality and protect human health, while ac the same time utilising resources on a
. mnmlp.ninn-mdwrkingwithaﬂ.mlwantmarsnf‘meiﬁywmum'mk&n!dcr participation in decision making;

*  preparation and implementation of comprehensive national environmental legislarion in order to provide for responsible
and effective management of the environment;

*  adhering tointernational and regmml environmental conventions and agreements and implementation of commitments
embaodied in such conventions;

*  suengthening of national capabilities, including institutional arrangements and human resource develapment for effective
public participation. management and administration:

*  financial suppor, co-operation and commitment to enable the action plan to be implemented in an efficient and cost effective
manner,

Tuachimm\'ﬁmnmmi protection and sustainable development a number of issues have 1o be addressed, The following are the
principal and immediate issues identified as present priority issues in the consultations for the second National Environment Action Plan,

Climate change and sea level rise

Coastal zone management

Biclogical diversity conservation

Integrated reef resources management

Inregrated water resources management

Management of solid wastes and sewage

Pollution control and managing hazardous wastes
Sustainable tourism development

Land resources management and sustainable agriculture

Human settlements and urbanisation

@ Second National Enviroament Action Plan



The specific actions that are necessary to address the special environmental challenges faced by the Maldives at present are
identified in the next section. In order 1o ensure the effective implementation of the second National Environment Action Plan,
ivis essential 1o have the necessary legal, institutional and administravive arrangements. Hence, strengthening of the following

means of implementation will be given high priory.

Environmenal law
Environmental adminiseration
Public awareness and educarion
Science and research

Human resource development

All components of this plan are interdependent and provide a framework for comprehensive action that should contribute
ta the protection of the environment and sustainable development of the country. No component should be seen as anend, in

and af 1self.

Th:: aim of the second National Environment Action Plan can only be achieved by working within the Government's
owverall environmental policies and agreed action plans, and through collaboration, thus building partnerships with all those who

share common objectives. We will maintain existing partnerships and develop new ones with key stakeholders,

The Health and Environment Action Plan (1o be developed in collaboration with the Ministry of Health) and the Agenda
for Inegrated Reef Resource Use (developed by the Ministry of Fisheries, Agriculture and Marine Resources) complement the
second National Environment Action Plan and the provisions contained therein are in agreement with the aims and objectives of

the second Natonal Environment Action Plan.

Thcmmd National Environment Action Plan identifies the environmental prionties andpolicydirmims’fﬂr:hnm
& vears. In order 1o achieve the sim of the Action Plan and in accordance with the themies, a specilic work programme will be
developed for each biensium. The programme will describe the project activities to be undertaken during each biennium and
would also facilitate timely review and, based on expenience during implementation, will allow for periodic changes in the foreseen

ACHONS.



ADDRESSING KEY ISSUES

Change and Sea Level Rise

Issue:

Climate change 1san alarm signal for the
whaole of humanity. According 1o the Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change, the average
global temperatures will rise by between 1103.5° C
by the year 2100 and, on the same time scale,
the sea level will rise by between 15 and 95
cm, The Maldives is particularly vulnerable
to the predicted sea level rise. In a worst case
scenario, the very existence of the Maldives

is threatened, as over 80% of the land areaof =0

our islands is less than 1 metre above mean
sea level, The Government 18 committed o _
! Incidence of high waves - Male’ - 1987
finding solutions to the problems of climate change and sea level rise. The Maldives is a party 1o the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change, and is the lirst country to sign the Kyoto Protocal,

Actions, policies and measures:

Cantinue to play a key role in highlighting the special vulnerability of small low-lying island developing states and in getring due

attention to this issue in international forums,

Continue 1o play an active role in the work of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the Kyoto Protocol

and any other instruments to the Convention.

Prepare a national mventory of greenhouse gases,
their sources and sinks in accordance with the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) Organisation for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development (OECD) Greenhouse
Gas Inventory Guidelines, and assess energy
consumption patterns and evaluate non-conven-

tional energy sources and their potential for

utiliation,

Sea defences in Male' built with Japanese aid

Second Natopal Enviconment-Action Plan




Formulate national options for limitation of greenhouse gas emissions.

Assess the vulnerability of the Maldives to climate change and sea level rise in the context of integrated coastal area management;
and, on the basis of the assessment, establish 2 nerwork of sites where sea level nse and coastal erosion can be monitored over

time,
Map areas vulnerable to sea level rise and develop computer based information systems covering the results of surveys, assess-
mentsand observations as part of the development of adequate response strategies, adaptation policies and measures to minimise

the impact of climate change, climate vanability and sea level rise.

Formulate a set of alternative options for adapting to elimate and sea level changes that are evaluated and ranked in the context of

integrated coastal area management,
Prepare 2 narionally endorsed implementation plan on climate changg,

Formulate and submit the first national communication of the Maldives to the Conference of the Parties to the United

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

Increase the participation in the global research, assessment, monitoring and mapping of climate impacts, including the adoption

of measures and policies, and the development of response strategies,
Promare more efficient use of energy, and encourage introduction of environment friendly energy sources.

Implement the Ozone Country Programme of the Maldives and fulfil the commitments of the Maldives under the Montreal

Pronocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Laver, and the relevant amendmentsto the Protocal,



Co as_t&? Zone Management

[ssue:

As the islands of the Maldives are small and low-lying, the entire
nation can be considered as a coastal entity. Moreover, the population and
all sconamic development activities are concentrated entively in the coastal
zone, Beach erosion is at present one of the most pressing environmental
issues in the Maldives, This problem mainly results from human interven-
tion in the coastal environment and a continuing effort is needed 1o ensure

that integrated approaches to managing coastal areas are taken,

Actions, Policiesand Measres:

Initiate a program of systematic surveys, momlunng. data
documentation of beach erosion,

Continue accumulation of data and prepare m@%

on wind, ocean currents, wave and clim

Couunmﬂwpmgmmafmmﬁn&ww:mzﬁémngm@mmsﬂ
theislands of Maldives. i' L y
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Conservation of Biological Diversi

Issue:

The coral reets of the Maldives are rencwned for their aesthetic beauty
and species diversity and the reefssupport stocks of endangered species. The
physical formation of the small islands of the Maldives itself is very unique and
the terrestrial scosystems are biologically nich and divirse, However, due to the
smallsize, solationand fragility of sland ecosystems, the biological diversity of
the Maldives is threatened, Coral reef detenioration and habitat degradation

remain the main causes of the loss of biological diversity in the Maldives,

Recognising the importance of conserving biologieal diversity, the Maldives has

signed and ratified the Convention on Biological Diversity.,

Actions, Policies and Measures:

Undertake a detailed assessment of biolagical diversity including detailed inventories of existing flora, fauna and ecosys-
tems, in order to provide the basic data needed for the conservation of biological diversity.

Idenufy and analyse options to meet the objectives of the Convention on Biological Diversity, including strategies for
conservation, sustainable use and benefn sharing,

Prepare and implement a National Biological Diversity Strategy and Action Plan.
Prepare the first national report to the Conference of the Parties of the Conveéntion on Biological Diversity,

Identify sites of high biological significance
for the conservation of biological diversity,
ENTION tourism, and other sustainable developmemt
EHHUM opportunities and designate them as pro-

HIl]l.!lEf['-RL & tected areas,
DIVERS =

Accede to and implement the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora and other relevant

international and regional conventions,

Protect and regenerate endangered species,

sustain bird populations and conserve the

PR igning the Convention on Bilogical Diversiy - Rio de Janeio - 1982 habitat of threatened species.




= ﬂt&@ﬂfﬁd Reef Resources M anagement

[ssue:

Recently, the use of reef resources has
increased dramaucally with the growth of the
tourism industry and the opening of new ex-
port markets for reef lishery products. Over-
fishing of some reef resources, increased reef
degradation, and an increase in conflicts among
reef resource users are concerns that need to be
addressed urgently. Recognising thar sustain-
able development of tourism and fisheries in
the Maldives depends largely on reef resources,
the Government isactively promotinga policy
of integrated reef resources management, The
National Workshop on Integrated Reef Re-

. S
sources Management (Male', 1996) prepared a comprehensive set of recommendations on integrated utilization of reef resources.

Actions, Policies and Measures: 2

r\mdmhaﬂdmfdmhhﬂlnmmmlm&uﬂmhngmﬂlmﬂwd’?fm o
impacts of coral bleaching; coral miningand sind extraction;
kunﬂeaﬂﬂhhtrmf,pmmpmnynﬂmmmmmngminm:
utilisation {e.g, fisherfolle, the tourism incustry, coral nﬁlm},:lswe]lmﬂmm.

Introduce pilot scule Integrated Reef Resources Management prog

Atoll Development Committeesand Island Development Fﬂm%i%‘_ k :
"

g '."i‘:‘
Increase awareness of the fishing community, in particular, and 210 reef resources manage:
ment, such as the dangers of overfishing, advantages of sustainable resot iq]h_:,g and the benefits of
‘. : pin

using alternatives to coral rock for construction.

D
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Develop and implement a plan for phasing out coral mining and provide incentives and marker mechanisms to make alternatives

to coral rock acceptable, and encourage the use of alternative material in maritime structures,

Establish a network of marine protected areas,
covering approximately 20% of the total atoll
area and including representative samples of all
major habitats, designed 1o act as harvest refu-
gia and to protect breeding stocks and biologs-

cal diversity.

Identify potential fishery targets, assess fishery
yields, carry out market research on them, and
disseminate the résulting information 1o the

public.

Enforce existing laws and regulations concern-
ing reef fisheries and exploition of other reef resources and strengthen the national institutional capacity to manage reef

resources,

Assess and evaluate the reef fishery stocks and regulate exploitation to ensure sustainability.

a¢ and cyanobacterial mats.

-5
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Issue:

The Maldivian government has always aecorded high priority to sustainably manage the tuna fishery of the country. The
present fishing methods and the gear emploved in the tuna fishery ensurean
environmentally sound and a sustainably managed fishery. In order to maxi-
mize the economic and social benefit denved from the tuna fishery, it is impar-
tant to explore means of rational utilization of these tuna resources in the Ex-

clusive Economic Zone of the Maldives, which at the moment 15 under-ex-

ploited. The Maldivesac- tively promotes sustainable fisheries management at
the international level as well. The Maldives ratified the United Nations Agreement relating to the Conservation and Managemem
of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks in December 1998. Recent years have witnessed a dramatic
expansion of the tuna fishery in the Indian Ocean and since this might have a negative effec on the local tuna fshery, it s important

to monitor the fishery and promote sustainable management, at the regional and international level.

Actions, Policies and Measures:

Formulate and implement a ten-year fisheries development master plan,

Review the present Fisheries Law of the Maldives (Law no: 5/87) in order to improve the legal and institutional framewaork

required for sustainable fisheries management,

Stiengthen the institutional capacity for the monitoring and enforcement of regulations relating to sustainable fisheries manage-

Imient.

Strengthen the national capacity to monitor and assess the state of the country's pelagic fish stocks, including develapment of

research capacity necessary to assess the effect of climate or environmental change on pelagic fish stocks.
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Improve the knowledge regarding the structure of the marine species subjected to exploitation by conducting long-term

scientilic research.

Increase public awareness on issues relating to mnonal utilization of pelagic resources.

Develop and implement a plan to increase the rational exploitation of pelagic resources in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the

Maldives,

Participate actively in the work of sub-regional, regional and international fisheries management organizations, 1o

ensure effective conservation and sustainable management of pelagic resaurces, for the benefit of small island states.

Developand implement Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) to enhance the quality standards of the

Maldivian lishery products,




Issue:

The hydrology of the Maldives is typi-
cal of coral islands, where the water table is
shallow and confined to a lens of thin fresh-
water floating on the denser salt water. This
lens of water has been maintained in good
balance between use and recharge by rainfall
and the small population in ilands. However,
the growth in population coupled with the

changing culture of water usage hasled ro s

vere constraints in terms of both the quantity
and quality of freshwater in many inhabited islands. Groundwater contamination due to sewiage disposal in the constraints of the
island environment is alsa 4 serious issue in a number of islands, Thus, provision of elean freshwater to the population is ane of

the most serious environmental challenges facing the country,

Actions, Policies and Measures:

Assess the quality and quantity of groundswater in selected islands, with pri-
ority given to identified growth centres, major agricultural islinds, and ishands

experiencing salt water intrusion resulting from extraction of ground water.

Develop an integrated national water resources management master plan.

Optimise rainwater collection and storage, and scquire appropriate technol-

oy and training for costeffective desalination, in order to provide sufficiently

high quality potable freshwater,

Develop and strengthen monitoring and assessment capabilities, maintain water resource databases, and utilise relevant decision-

making tools for water management, planning and unlisation.

Enhance public awareness on water conservation, introduce water saving devices, and use appropriate incentives and regulatory

measures to control indiseriminate pumping of groundwarer,

Protect freshwarer resources including ground water aquifers and inland lagoons.
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Management of Solid Wast:

Issue:

The small size of the islands, the rapid growth in population, chang-
INE CONSWMpTIOn paterns, increase in imports of chemicals and hazardous
substances and lack of resources for safe disposal now make management of
wastes and pollution prevention a critical issue for Maldives. The dispasal of
solid wastes presents 4 serious constraint o sustainable development and in

densely populared islands has become a eritical problem, Limited land area

miakes the option of landfill disposal unsustainable in the long term. Dump-
ing in the seais not aceeptable for agsthetic reasons, and as it would affect tourism and fisheries, the two mainstays of the econemy.
Incineration, while reducing the volume of wastes, is prohibitive in terms of costs and requires disposal of ash. Disposal of liquid
wastes is also a growing problem in the islands and the ground water in most of the islinds is contaminated due to improper

L‘iispﬂﬁa[ L':i-ﬁt:u'.'tgv.

Actions, Policies and Measures:

Aussess the solid waste disposal problems in inhabited islands, rourist resoms and

ndustrial ishands.
Develop and implement appropriate policy and regulatory measures for the re-
duction of waste, the safe and efficient management of solid wastes, and for the

proper management of disposal sites,

Develop fiscal and policy meentives and other measures to encourage the import

of enviranment endly products with minimal waste or with degradable wste

Lorent,

Formulate and implement public awareness and education campaigns designed to gain local recognition of the value of waste reduction,
reuse, recycling, appropriate packaging and of the possibilities for converting wastes to resounces,

Introduce clean technologies in the industrial sector and appropriate technology for solid waste treatment and disposal.
Provide integrated water supply, sewage and wastewater treatment systems for the identified growth centres.

Develop and enforce standards for the discharge of municipal and industrial wastewater, including laying of sewer systems, and

construction of septic tanks,

Strengthen the instinutional capacity for enforcement of regulations and monitoning, including the training and licensing of phimbers to
ensure better quality of work
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" flon “ontrol and Managing Hazardous Wastes

Issue:

Though the marine environment of Maldives is still in a sufficiently pristine stae it is very susceptible 1o stress from
pollution. Thus precautionary measuresare necessary to prevent degradation of the marine envirenment so s to maintain and
improve its life support and productive capacities. The use of chemicals is an the increase and measures to reduce their health and
environmental impacts are necessary as well. Special programmes are also needed to identify toxic and hazardous wastes generated
in the Maldives and 1o dispose them safely.

Actions, Policies and Measures:

Assessthe present use of pesticides, evaluate agricultural practices in the context of integrated pest control, and prepare guidelines
and recommendations for control of pesticide and herbicide use.

Assess current practices for the disposal of clinical and toxic wastes and establish procedures for disposal of such wastes,

Establish a national chemicals database and develop manuals and guidelines on the safe use and disposal of commonly used
chemicals,

Review and revise the existing marine pollution contingency plan wath particular focus on oil pollution prevention and prepared-

IS5,

Formulate and implement strict regulations to reduce the risks of accidents and pallution from all vessels and cargo ships.
Establish facilities to collect waste oil, chemical wastes and garbage at ports, fishing harbours and maninas,

Establish and enforce appropriate codes of practice for the handling, transportation and storage of petroleum products.

Develop a national strategy for the effective implementation of the Basel Canvention on the Control of Transboundary Move-
ment of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal.

Ranify and implement relevant conventions, including the Prior Informed Consent Convention on chermicals, the Convention on
the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and Other Matter and the Washington Programme of Action on
Prevention of Pollution from Land Based Activiries.

9— ==
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Issue:

Tourism in the Maldives primarily depends on the natural environ- rising environmental sensitivity, adverse effects
ment: the physical and geographic features of coral islands, the beauty of - may be felt sooner than later unless appropriate
underwater world, clean water in the lagoons, white and pristine sindy beaches, planning and management measures are under-
rich island vegetation and the ideal tropical climate, The natural resources of taken. The objectives and targets related to envi-
the Maldives are in a sufficiently pristine state, of very high aesthetic quality  ronmental protection and preservation outlined
and there are relatively few serious environmental concerns in the tourism in the second Tourism Master Plan form an in-
sectorat present. However, it ﬁﬂmwmﬂtﬂnﬁm environ- tegral part of this Action Plan.
mental pressures resulting from expansion qf;ﬁwiﬁﬁiﬁg‘ﬁﬂapmem and

A ctiaﬁs,;,,_ Po‘!iﬁié{r#ﬂd Memmgﬂ

: | policies to ensure sustainable tourism development; including use of

ng and all tourism projects, and monitoring tourism impacts on environ-

F{m‘.ﬂr’zw.lrmess of mﬁm::mm] Hﬁmmtgmurm resort management, local island communities and tour operators in

order to ensure conservation and sustymabie use of resources; public guardianship of the natural environment; and reduce
consumption and waste.

Safeguard natural, social and cultural integnity.

Provide support for local economies through local community invelvement.

Strengthen the consultative process with stakeholders and the public.

Promote human rescurce development.

Promote responsible tourism marketing, and develop facilities to meet spe-

cific niche markets, particularly in eco-tourism, nature and eultural wourism.

Assess the environmental impacts of tourism and sustainability issues con-
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[ssue:

The small size of the islands, coupled
with hand tenure systems, increasing population,
commercial activities, and the need to provide
services infrastructure create competition for kird
and lead to land use management issues in the
Maldives. Thus, most aspects of environmen-
tal management are influenced by the planning
and utilisation of laind resources and are inti-
muately linked to coastal zone management, as
the islands in the Maldives are in themselves
entirely coastal entities, Land should be used in

ways that provide the greatest sustainable benefits and special emphasis needs to be given to promote sustainable agriculture in the

Maldives. People need guidance and training in the use of technologjes and farming systems to ensure the proper management of

agricultural resources in the country.

Actions, Policies and Measures:

Undertake comprehensive surveying and mapping to cover selected islands with prionty given to the identified growth centres.

Enhance the national physical planning capability, locussing on develop-
ment of policy guidelines as well as integration of physical planning with
environmental impact assessment,

Prepare comprehensive land use plans for all inhabited islands to protect
land resources, ensure sustunable and productive land use and guard against

exceeding growth limitations, land degradation, and polhution,

Develop and improve national land use databases, including estimates of
the carrying capacity, economic and environmental value of land resources,

and enhanice the use of Geographic Information Systems.

Encourage appropriate forms of land tenure, and improve legal and admin-
istrative capacity for land use management in order to facilicate sustainable

land use.

Encourage environmentilly sound farming practices and promote use of appropriate technologies,

Second Natonal Envirenment Action Plan



Conserve the plant genetic resource base of the country;

Encourage use of composting to replenish and maintain soil fertility and use integrated pest management to control pests and diseases
on islands,

Manage forestry and firewood by adhering to planned schedules for re-planting, logging and firewood collection from dessgrated sites.

Continue extensive tree planting programmes and conserve trees of special significance.

Human Settleme

Issue:

Presently, the capital city of Male' is considered the
only urban centre although some other islands are rapidly
becoming urban centres. The fast pace of urban develop-
ment in Male has led to a number of problems. These in-
clude land shortage, over-crowding, deteriorating housing
conditions, high economic cost of urban infrastructure; and
declining freshwater quantity and quality. Air pollution due
1o dust, smoke and fumes from motor vehicles is also reach-
ing levels of concern in Male”. Special measuresare needed 1o

ensure that urban life 1s sustainable and avoid the mistakes

of the past when new settlements are developed.

Actions, Policies and Measuves:

Improve the avatlability, affordability and environmental quality of shelter, in accordance with Chapter 7 of Agenda 21.
Develop a national strategy for housing and urban development in the Maldives.

Develop and disseminate manuals and guidelines on environment fnendly housing,

Undertake strategic environmental assessments to ensure that new settlements are built on islands that are environmentally

suitable and reduce therisk of damage from natural phenomena.
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Assess the environmental and health impacts
of road transportation in Male” and enforce
mesures to ensure that pollution from exhaust

gases and cement dust do not reach risk levels:

Develop and implement strategies to reduce the
need for motorvehicles in the new growth cen-
tres by favounng public transport and provid-

ing for safeand appealing bicycle paths and foot-

paths,

Establish appropriate land use zoning in Male' and identified growth centres in order o minimise noise pollution and other

nuisances in resicdential area,

Encourage the development of parks, gardens and recreational areas in inhabited islands in arder 1o enhance the quality of the

]Zi-'lu"il'.lg L“IT\-'iI!TJI'I.I'I'.IL'FIT.
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STRENGTHENING
IMPLEMENTATION

In vrder to ensure the effective implementation of the second
National Environment Action Plan, it is essential to have the necessary
legal, institutionsl and administrative arrangements. The successful im-
plementation of the Action Plan would also be dependent on the financial

and human resources available, A number of supporting measures such

us research, information exchange, awareness
and environmental education would also be
initiated and continued for the purpose of us-
sisting atl stakeholders involved in the imple-

mentation of the Action Plan,

Environmental

Fhe Environmental Protection and Preservation Act of the Maldives (act 4/93) was enacted by the People’s Majlis in

Apnl 1993, This act established a framework upon which regulations and policies can be developed to protect and

preserve the natural environment and resources for the benefit of present and future generations. Act 4/93 consists of :

cliange 2:concerned government authonities shall provide necessary guidelines and advice;

clause 3: Environment Ministry responsible for formulating policies as well as rules and regulations;

claise 4: Environment Ministry shall identify and designate protected areas and nature reserves;

clanse 3: Environmental Impact Assessment mandatory for any new projects;

clatese 6 power to terminate developments causing significantly detrimental environmental impacts;

clause 7: disposal of waste, oil and poisonous substances shall be regulated;

clause 8¢ chsposal and transhoundary movement of hazardous wastes banned;

clawese 9 fines for damage to the environment;

dlanse 10: compensation for environmental damage that may take place.

A programme for strengthening of national environmental legislation began in 1996, Under this programme, a national task force
has been established 1o review and take the necessary action 1o update the national legislation needed 1o ensure that environmental

management in the Maldives has a sound legal basis, The task force will continue its work on the devailed review of the existing

national and institutional regime throughout the plan period focussing on identifying policies, guidelines, model laws and
regulations required for protection of the environment. Under this programme, a review will also be undertaken of the existing
arrangements for ensuring compliance to existing and propased legislation, On the basis of this review, appropriate legislation,

designation of authority and responsibilivy or other arrangements will be recommended.
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The Maldives is party toa number of international conventions and agreements related to the environment. Due anention would

be given to meeting the commitments under these conventions and agreements.

Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Laver (1983);

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer (1987);

Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal (1989);

Agenda 21 and the Rio Declaration of United Natians Conference on Environment and Development ( 1992);

United Nations Framework Convention on Climare Change (1992);

Convention on Biological Diversity (1992);

South Asian Regional Seas Action Plan and Resolutions concermmg its implementation (1994);

Washington Declaration on Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-Based Activities (1995); and

Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1997);

In addition, the Government will consider the participation in ather relevant international conventions, including:

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Life and Flora;

Prior Informed Consent Convention,

’@Eﬁfﬂﬁ&éminis tration

As environmental assessment and man-
agement activities increase, there will be a con-
tinuing need to keep arrangements for environ-
mental administration under review. In order 1o
ensure the timely implementation of environ-
mental legislation, environmental impact
assessment procedures, and codes of practice/
guidelines, a strong and well co-ordinated in-

stitutional set-up would be necessary.

Second Natiopal Environment Action Plan

Mational Commission for the Protection of the Environment (NCPE)
will continue itsadvisory role in national environmental policy formulaton
and co-ordination of environmental management activities, The NCPE will

be further strengthened and restructured,

It is foreseen that the NCPE will establish technical commirttees that
would provide it technical advice, The responsibilities of such committees
would include development of environmental codes of practice for tounism,
solid waste management, coastal structures, sand and coral mining, fisheres

and other areas as well as overseeing their implementation,




The Ministry of Home Affairs, Housing
and Environment will be responsible for devel-
opingall aspects of environmental policy and en-
forcement of the Environmental Protection and
Preservation Act, 1993. The Ministry will also pro-
vide secretariat services for the Natonal Com-
mission for the Protection of the Environment
and co-ordinate all national environmental assess-

ment and management activities,

Al Ministries and Departments having a
role in environmental protection would desig-
nate environment contact! focal points for the pur-
poses of liaison and co-ordination. These focal
points will also be responsible for overseeing

compliance with environmental codes of prac-

The insticutional arrangements for the implementation of the second

National Environmental Action Plan would be as follows;

{1} The Action Plan can enly be implemented through collaboration
and co-operation of all having a role in environmental protection. The Min-
istry of Home Affairs, Housing and Environment will take the lead in imple-
menting the Action Plan and will work jointly with ather Ministries and
regulating agencies of the Government and NGOs to meet the objectives of
the Action Plan. The Ministry of Home Affairs, Housing and Environment
will also be responsible for the development of the biennial work programmes

and co-ordinating the implementation of the work programmaes.

(it} The NCPE will be responsible for giving advice on the implemen-
tation of the Action Plan and periodic review.

(i1t is expected that concerned Mintstries and Depanments will des-

tice/guidelines within their organisations. ignate focal points for purposes of liaison and communications, as well as to
ensure that the activities of the Action Plan are followed within their
organisations,
Environmental Awarenessand Education J
Each individual bears responsibility for Environmental education as an aspect of general and vocational educa-

environmental protection and this can only be
achieved through effective environmental aware-
ness. Translation of awareness into appropriate
behaviouris also essential. To raise environmen-
tal awareness and foster environmentally sound
behaviour, the President’s Environmental Award
Scheme will be continued over the years as well as
nation-wide campaigns similar to the *Two Mil-
lion Trees Campaign” and the “Independent
Maldives - Clean Maldives Campaign™ will be
conducted. Campaigns 1o foster environmentally
sound behaviour amongst the public with re-
gard to waste minimisation, shopping habits,
responsible use of non-renewable resources and
transport related aspects will be conducted.

tion is designed to empower individuals to trear narure and the environment
in a well-informed and responsible manner. The expansion of secondary

school curmicula to include more studies on the specific environmental issues

Prasident's Environmental Award Scheme



of the Maldives will be undertaken aswellas  empower individuals o treat nature and the environment in a well-informed

research to establish sound foundationsforen-  and responsible manner. The expansion of secondary schoal curricula o

vironmental education will be fostered, Special include more studies on the specific environmental issues of the Maldives

efforts will also be undertaken to enhance envi- will b undertaken as well as research 1o establish sound foundations for

ronmental education in the traning of teachers. environmental education will be fostered, Special efforts will also be under-

taken to enhance environmental education in the training of teachers.

Environmental education asan aspect of

general and vocational education isdesigned to

I o " Science and Research

Policies for environmental protection and sustainable development require 2 goad scientific basis, Science has the
task of providing knowledge about the state of the environment and its sensiivity to the burdens placed upon it and
identifying the potential courses of action for policy-makers, Thus, to implement the second National Envirnnment
Action Plan, it is necessary to establish and run an environmental research programme based on an assessment of the
needs of the various activities to be implemented under the Action Plan. Government or other bodies and individuals as

apprapriate will take up the research activities identified.
To facilivare the science and research programme, it will be nécesary 1o
Deevelop a national data bank and depository of environmental information and reports, and establish suitable
management procedures to ensure the accessibility of data and other mformation by all Deparuments of the Government who are

concerned with the application of such information,

Interface the environmental research programme with those of other Government Departments in order to
miaximise the value obtained and avoid duplication.

Merge the relevant environment research units and agencies to develop a national centre of excellence capable of
providing scientific and technical expertise, support and advice to Government Departments and others, including provision of

tools and methodologies, and guidance on environmental monitonng and assessment techniques,

Provide an efficient national environmental information service including regular publication of stare

of the environment reports.

Dc‘\"c'up a funl_‘li.up, mechanism 1o encourage and {oster environmental research.
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Human Resource Developm

The lack of adequate manpower and resource personnel is 4 major
constraint confronting the Maldives asa whole. This is particulardy true in
maost of the environment related technical and professional areas. A longer-
term programme of human resource development, which goes beyond shon-
term training alone, would be developed within a broader capacity building
frameworlk.

In humian resource development, priority will be given to establishing
and enhancing local expertise in environmental protection and management
through rertiary level iraning, specialised short term training including contin-
ued professional development. Trained personnel will be given the apportu-
niry to contribute to their respective professional and technical fields thereby
vielding oprimal benefits. This will also help ensure the retention of trained

personnel.

In addition, priority will be given to
providing basic training in environmental assess-
ment and monitoring, such as beach monitor-
ing, to the various feld officers in the islands, In
an effort to overcome the shortage in trained
personnel special consideration will be given
to pooling the existing technical expertise
available within the country.

A special human resource development
programime will be formulared and implemented
to achieve the above. It is also envisaged that a
project similar to the Capacity Enhancement
Project implemented in the first Nauonal Envi-
ronment Action Plan period will be continued
and for it funding will be sought.

Financial support for the National Environmental Action Plan will be derived from a number of sources including

the national budget, particularly in accordance with provisions of the 5" National Development Plan, {rom bilateral and

multilateral sources and from the private sector,



THE WAY FORWARD

The second National Environment Action Plan is the comprehensive frimework that will be used for the next 6 vears
Lo ensure environmental protection and sustainable development in the Maldives. To this end, a series of biennial programmes

will be formulated and implemented through various Government institutions, private and NGO sectors.

Environmental issues sirtegies will be developed for tackling specific issucs identified in this second National

Environment Action Plan. Such strategies or action plans will be developed for

— biological diversity:

— climate change;

— integrated reef resources management including fisheries,
— urism;

— environmental health;

— coastal zone management,

The key concerns identificd in this Action Plan will have to be approached a the level of islands and wtolls, Tt is
planned o formulate Atoll Environment Plans, following the objectives and frmework setin this second National Environ-
ment Action Plan. The Atoll Environment Plans will provide a framework 1o enable setting of targets a the atoll level, for

translation of national policies and priorities into local actions,
As implementation of the Action Plan proceeds these approaches will be used in a concerted way so that responsibil-
ity for various activities at different levels of society and Government will be clear thereby ensuring that priority issues are

addressed, as, and where appropriate.

A setof indicators will be used o monitor the success in the implementation of this Action Plan and progress reviews

will be undertaken every two years.

@ Second National Environment Action Plan
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