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Strategies:

6.1	Formulate and implement a suitable tariff structure for water supply and sewerage for 
cost recovery and sustainability of these services 

6.2	Packaging service provider license for combined utility services (water, sewerage and 
electricity) for each island

6.3	Strengthen operation, maintenance and management of the utility infrastructure

6.4	Encourage and incentivize public and utility companies for water conservation and 
water demand management through technology choice, minimizing water loss, water 
re-use and greywater recycling and wastewater reclamation approaches 

6.5	 Implement, financially, technically and environmentally sustainable water supply and 
sewerage systems

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5
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Strategies:

7.1	 Promote, support, develop and implement awareness programs on water resources 
management, water supply and sewerage service operations and maintenance

7.2	 Promote, support and develop mechanisms to disseminate information to the public 
on water resources, water supply and sewerage services

POLICY GOAL 7: 
Strengthen advocacy and 
awareness programs in 
water resources, water 
supply and sewerage

Policy Objective: Develop and conduct awareness 
programs to facilitate sustainable development and use of 
resources
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Strategies:

8.1	Encourage local educational and relevant water sectoral institutions to provide 
opportunities for students to conduct research on water resources, water supply and 
sewerage

8.2	Explore means and opportunities for using non-potable water to enhance sustainability 
of water resources

8.3	Explore innovative means and ways for developing water supply facilities

8.4	Create financing opportunities for water and sewerage research that includes research 
on desalination, sewage treatment, wastewater reclamation and reuse, tariff setting 
etc

8.5	Facilitate research studies and publications related to water and sewerage 

POLICY GOAL 8: 
Promote research 
and development for 
sustainable use of water 
resources, water supply 
and sewerage systems

Policy Objective: Improve provision of water supply and 
sewerage services through research and development
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Strategies:

9.1	Establish an effective research based monitoring program and information platform of 
inhabited islands’ water resources

9.2	Develop and implement evidence based water resource management plans taking into 
consideration the sustainability and vulnerability of the island freshwater resources, 
wastewater reclamation, water reuse and minimize impact from pollution

9.3	Encourage water conservation, water reclamation and water reuse, water demand 
management and minimize the impact of pollution on water resources

POLICY GOAL 9: 
Protect and conserve water 
resources

Policy Objective: Adopt a holistic approach to water 
resources protection, conservation, management and 
pollution control
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The NWSP addresses priority concerns in the water and sewerage sector in Maldives. 
Planned outcomes from the implementation of this policy are strengthening national water 
governance and the local water industry, sustainable management of water supply and 
sewerage systems, improved protection of water resources with increased community 
participation and improved access to safe and efficient water supply and sewerage services 
across the country.

Policy outcome

Additional funding and increased human resource capacity will be required for effective 
implementation and execution of various strategies outlined in this policy. Funding agencies 
and development banks can further be encouraged for raising additional funds to achieve the 
NWSP goals.

Resource and financial 
implications

Implementation of the NWSP will take effect from the time the policy is endorsed by the 
Government of Maldives. A 5 year action plan will be developed with detailed activities and 
targets based on the NWSP. Implementation, monitoring and review will be carried out by the 
Ministry mandated for the development of water and sewerage sector.

Implementation, monitoring and 
review of NWSP
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The following instruments, policies and regulations have a direct or indirect link to NWSP.

1.	 The Constitution of Maldives 

2.	 Environment Protection and Preservation Act 4/93

3.	 Public Health Act 7/2012

4.	 Waste Management Regulation and Waste Management Policy

5.	 EIA Regulation 2012

6.	 Desalination Regulation 2002 

7.	 Maldives Climate Change Policy Framework 2015 

8.	 Dewatering Regulation

9.	 Design Criteria and Technical Specifications - Design and Construction of Sewerage 

System

10.	 Design Criteria and Technical Specifications - Design and Construction of Water Treatment 

and Supply System

11.	 Rainwater Harvesting Guideline

12.	 Drinking Water Guideline 

13.	 National Waste Water Guideline 

14.	 General Guidelines for domestic waste water 

Linkages with other national 
policies and regulations
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The key institutional and organizational responsibilities related to implementing the NWSP 
are as follows:

Ministry of Environment and Energy 

•	 Formulate policies and legislations related to water supply and sewerage.
•	 Prepare tender and bid documents required for developing water supply and sewerage 

infrastructure. 
•	 Facilitate contractors and consultants in getting necessary approvals for sewerage and 

water supply development.
•	 Prepare project proposals and budget estimates.
•	 Prepare sector budgets annually.
•	 Approval of appropriate concepts and technologies for water and sewerage projects.
•	 Strengthen capacity building of service providers.
•	 Implement public water supply and sewerage infrastructure projects. 
•	 Approval of land required for water supply and sewerage facilities.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

•	 Formulate and enforce water supply and sewerage system design criteria and design 
specifications.

•	 Formulate and enforce national wastewater disposal guidelines, sea-water desalination 
plant regulation, borehole guidelines and dewatering regulation.

•	 Provide approvals for water supply and sewerage system designs and Environmental 
Impact Assessments.

•	 Enforce and implement water supply and sewerage tariffs, fees, fines and penalties.
•	 Enforce licensing and registration of water supply and sewerage systems. 
•	 Carry out water quality tests on public water supplies for compliance monitoring.
•	 Regulate the utilities in the water and sewerage sector.

Utility Companies

•	 Provide safe water supply and sewerage services to island communities in compliance 
with laws, regulations and standards set by Government of Maldives.

•	 Operate, monitor and maintain water supply and sewerage infrastructures in islands 
for sustainable delivery of its services.

Institutional and organizational 
responsibilities
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Ministry of Finance and Treasury

•	 Provide financial support to the sector to help in achieving sector development goals 
and targets. 

•	 Facilitate programs to secure external financing for sector development and coordinate 
with external agencies.

•	 Facilitate resource mobilization.
•	 Facilitate and support in coordinating foreign aid.
•	 Project tendering and bid process.

Health Protection Agency (HPA)

•	 Ensure safety of water source and its suitability for human consumption and free from 
micro-organisms.

•	 Develop Water Safety Plan (WSP) and guidelines.  
•	 Monitoring and evaluation of WSP implementation.  

Island Councils 

•	 Identification and approval of land for the provision of water supply and sewerage 
services in the islands.

•	 Provide required support to MEE, project contractors and consultants in carrying out 
activities in accordance with the schedules during implementation.

•	 Oversee that infrastructure and equipment are protected by vandalism etc.

Ministry of Housing and Infrastructure

•	 Facilitate in providing land-use plans for islands.

Ministry of Health
•	 Facilitate in promoting good sanitation practices.
•	 Carry out water quality testing for compliance.

Maldives Energy Authority

•	 Facilitate in promoting renewable energy in water and sewerage infrastructure.
•	 Approval of electrical components in water supply and sewerage designs.
•	 Approval and registration of power generation systems of water and sewerage facilities.
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Ministry of Tourism

•	 Ensure compliance with desalination regulations.
•	 Ensure compliance with wastewater disposal guideline.
•	 Ensure compliance with dewatering regulation.

Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture 

•	 Promote water conservation and efficient irrigation practices.
•	 Promote awareness on water resources protection from agro-chemical pollution.

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs)

•	 Dissemination of information about the importance of water protection and 
conservation.

•	 Provide information on improved sewerage systems and its services.

Supporting Agencies and Financing Institutes

•	 Provision of funds and technical support.



National 
Water & 
Sewerage 
Policy 45

National Bureau of Statistics (2014), Population and Housing Census, Ministry of Finance and 
Treasury, Male’, Maldives

MEE (2016) State of the Environment 2016, Ministry of Environment and Energy, Male’, 
Maldives

National Disaster Management Center (2016) Emergency Water Supply Report, Male’, 
Maldives

References







ISBN 978-99915-59-40-7

National Water and Sewerage Policy

© Ministry of Environment and Energy
Green Building, Handhuvaree Hingun, Maafannu, Male’, 20392
Republic of Maldives


