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Communications Specialist - Eliminating Persistent Organic Pollutants Through Sound 

Management of Chemicals 

Date: 15 May 2025 

Announcement No.: (IUL)88-ADHR/88/2025/282

Project: Eliminating Persistent Organic Pollutants Through Sound Management of Chemicals 

Position: Communications Specialist 

Type of contract: Individual 

1. PROJECT BACKGROUND

The Republic of Maldives is a Small Island Developing State (SIDS) which faces sustainable 

development challenges such as small but growing populations, land scarcity, vulnerability to climate 

change impacts (and other natural disasters) as well as economic development problems due to high 

transportation costs, lack of adequate infrastructure and lack of industrial development incentives. The 

Maldives is an archipelago comprised of 1,190 coral islands in 26 atolls over an area of about 750 km 

on a North-south axis and I 20 km on an east-west axis. The land area of the Maldives accounts for 

about I% of the Country's territory. The Maldives islands are low lying land areas with an average 

height above sea level of 1.8 meters (m). 

The country's population of approximately 400,000 people dispersed across 187 inhabited islands. An 

additional more than I 66 islands have tourist resorts. Waste generation is estimated to be 324,000 tons 

annually with consisting of approximately 0.5 to 11 % of hazardous chemicals and of approximately 3-

9% of plastics depending on location and size of the island. The fact that (chemical) waste is being 

generated on 278 island presents the country with an incredible challenge, as land is very scarce, low 

lying and transportation of chemicals and waste from island to island is costly and complicated. The 

inadequate storage options and current disposal practices of hazardous chemicals and waste, especially 

open burning of waste at dumpsites or disposal near the coastline, make it very likely that these toxic 

chemicals and waste will end up in the waters and oceans. In the Republic of Maldives, the tourism 

sector accounts for more than 28% percent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the economy. 

Tourists to the Maldives are seeking a pristine environment, not one with polluted waters, degraded 

coral reefs, waste dumps which are openly burning or waste floating in the ocean. Therefore, the Sound 

Management of Chemicals and waste, especially the environmentally sound management of Persistent 

Organic Pollutants (hereinafter referred to as POPs) and hazardous waste, is an important element to 

achieving environmental sustainability. Further, given the economic importance of tourism to the 
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