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Honorable Ministers, Excellencies, Distinguished 
Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Assalaam Alaikum, and a very good afternoon to 
you.

Let me begin by thanking the Government of 
Georgia on behalf of my Government and its people, 
for giving us the opportunity to represent Maldives 
in Tbilisi+35. It gives me immense pleasure to visit 
your beautiful country and to take part at this very 
important gathering. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am here today from the Republic of Maldives, a 
country so tiny that you need a magnifying glass 
even to see it on a map. Out of its 1190 islands, 
scattered across Indian Ocean, only 200 are 
inhabited and another 105 are developed as tourist 
resorts. 80% of its land is just over a meter above sea 
level, and the highest point is not more than 2.5 
meters above sea level.

If you see anything else higher than 2.5 meters you 
can bet it's a man made structure or a rubbish pile. 
We are also one of those nations whose very 
existence is threatened by climate change and 
related issues. While we occupy top place in many 
people's travel list as a holiday paradise, we also find 
ourselves occupying that place simply because 
travelers see us as a must place to visit before we 
disappear.  Looking at this with humor one can say 
that this is a great boost to our tourism as people 
rush to us. But as someone who has personally 
experienced the Tsunami on Boxing Day of 2004, this 
is not a laughing matter. The irony here is our 
contribution to the cause of climate change is only 
0.003% and yet the need to address the issue is far 
greater for us than anyone else here. We in Maldives 
are optimistic and determined to do what we can to 
see that it does not happen. But we need the 
support of all of you to join hands together to help us 
and all other potentially vulnerable countries. 



Despite the idealistic concepts set decades ago, and 
despite our continued efforts since the Tbilisi 
Declaration, to integrate the concept of sustainable 
development into our education framework, we are 
still living in a world that does not promise a secure 
future. Most recently in Rio, we resolved to embrace 
the concepts of sustainability and improve our 
education system in pursuit of sustainable 
development. Today here in Tbilisi as we sit and 
discuss, one of the pressing questions in our mind, is 
how could we attain a sustainable world? What 
strategies and treaties would help us? Let us face the 
reality that, signing treaties and making agreements 
alone will not solve our problems. While some 
progress has been made, it is sad to state that the 
international community as a unified voice has so far 
failed to take sufficient action and does not have the 
collective will to take tangible action and prevent 
catastrophic climate change. We need to take 
action. We need to curb our own irrational acts, 
adopt a holistic approach that will transform 
people's psychological, economic and social 
perceptions, show commitment and responsibility,  
and not just stop at agreeing to all these 
declarations. But in Maldives, and other such 
defenseless states, non-action is not an option for 
us, and so we raise our voice wherever we could. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

As a country with one of the most delicate island 
environments, and extremely fragile marine 
ecosystems in the world, we have numerous issues 
which if I start listing would be so large that I would 
be standing here even tomorrow. So, to summarize; 
we are threatened by rising surface temperatures, 
severe coastal erosion and sea level rise, and 
absence of waste management systems, and these 
issues pose key development challenges for the 
country.  Maldives also lacks hugely in natural 
resources and rely heavily on tourism and fisheries,  
where most people are employed. Unsustainable 
practices from both tourism and fisheries would 
render our natural resources unfit for use. 
Protecting our environment is therefore, crucial for 
our survival and we, the Government of Maldives, is 
strongly committed to establish, strengthen and 
maintain a sustainable environment, through 
education and whatever other means possible.



Maldives has set a goal to become carbon neutral by 
2020 and one of the objectives is to promote 
renewable energy. Although not even remotely 
close to what we require, we have managed to 
harness renewable energy, and several projects are 
underway. Feed-in-tariff mechanism is already 
introduced and we are busy working on an 
investment plan that will see us achieve the target if 
we manage to draw sufficient support for this. CFC 
has been completely eradicated way ahead of time 
and HCFC will also be eradicated by the World 
Environment Day of 2020.

I am also proud to state that Maldives has taken 
huge steps to integrate active Environmental 
Education for Sustainable Development measures 
within the community, by involving public-private 
partnerships together with island communities, 
political organizations, educational establishments, 
the business community, various associations, 
clubs, institutions and NGO's. Through them we 
engage in a variety of activities to furnish our youth 
and community members and leaders, with the 
knowledge and skills to proactively protect and 
govern the natural resources.



Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Through collective efforts of the Ministry of 
Education and the Ministry of Environment and 
Energy, by 2002, Maldives had achieved universal 
primary education goals (MDG2). Lower secondary 
education is offered in 188 out of 200 islands,  
higher secondary education is available from 38 
schools in 18 atolls and we have achieved a literacy 
rate  of  98%.  Environment  Studies  was  
mainstreamed into the National Curriculum in 1984 
and it was made a mandatory subject, from year 1-5, 
with 6 sessions per week. Furthermore, the 
curriculum also focuses on the environment 
through other subjects such as general science, 
social studies and fisheries science, and it is being 
constantly reviewed and updated to keep up with 
the changing times. At the same time the focus is 
also on a long-term education strategy to strongly 
promote the need for personal initiatives and social 
participation, and to achieve sustainability through 
widespread understanding of the interdependence 
and fragility of ecological systems. Our latest 
curriculum further incorporates and emphasizes 
values relating to the environment and sustainable 
practices as a key competency from kindergarten 
through to year 12, and as I speak, a special large 
scale training has been initiated for teachers to 
deliver this curriculum. At the National University, 
Bachelors in Environmental Management has also 
been introduced.

Furthermore, in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education, “Climate Change Advocacy Camps” will 
be implemented in four different atolls this year, and 
projects are underway to revive and strengthen the 
'eco clubs' of schools and to initiate a “Green Award” 
which we believe will be an incentive for students 
and teachers to play a more dynamic role and 
instigate a greener and sustainable lifestyle.

Through existing environment clubs and through 
schools, we celebrate special occasions such as the  
World Environment Day, organize workshops and 
various competitions and motivate students 
through awards and prizes. As a result of all these 
efforts, our youngsters are aware of the threats that 
the environment is facing and of the relevance of 



Despite the various programs we have established, 
relatively speaking, Education for Sustainable 
Development is still a fairly new focus for education 
in the Maldives. Besides geographical difficulties, 
we also face challenges due to lack of capacity for 
funding, technical assistance, absence of skilled 
educators among the islands, and lack of adequate 
resource materials to develop and implement 
necessary programs. We as a small nation, whose 
very existence is threatened by environmental 
challenges, seek assistance to implement some of 
the planned programs.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In Maldives we realize that conventional education 
is no longer enough and that education has to be 
beyond just a lesson taught in school in order to 
establish a green culture among youth, and thus, 
affirm a sustainable environment. We need to 
provide lifelong learning opportunities, with the 
essential elements of moral philosophy for 
conceptual change, revolutionize thinking, and 
create from among our students, the next 
generation of environmentally conscious, 
responsible 'green citizens' who, in future, in their 
specialized professions as affluent decision makers 
will bear substantial ethical responsibility for 
mankind's impact on nature.  It is our moral duty to 
convince our youngsters that they are very much 
part of the problem, and therefore they have to 
become a very important component of the solution 
to ensure a greener, cleaner future for our children's 
children, and generations yet to come.

In closing,  I would like to extend an invitation to all 
of you to visit us in Maldives, not because you feel it 
is going to disappear from the face of the earth, but 
because you want to come and see a country that, 
despite its challenges, is resilient, determined and 
optimistic to achieve sustainable development.

Thank you for your attention!


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6

